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The History of the Mercedes-Benz Company
TASK ONE:
Answer the questions for the following text.
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The name “Mercedes-Benz” is famous all over the world as a symbol of wealth and good quality in cars. The first part of the name is actually a girl’s name.  It was the name of the daughter of one of the new car company’s investors. The second part of the name comes from one of the inventors of the modern automobile, Karl Benz.  He and Gottfried Daimler both produced models of the first cars separately in 1886. 


At first, the Daimler car company and the Benz car company were competitors.  In 1900 the Mercedes vehicle had 35 horsepower and could reach speeds of 90 km/h.  In 1903 the Benz produced the Parsifal model, which could only reach about 80 km/h.  Car races suddenly popular and were a good way to advertise vehicles. Both the Benz and Daimler companies entered their cars in competitions. In 1908 the Grand Prix car race was in France. The two Benz cars finished second and third behind the Mercedes. The Mercedes was the fastest car in Europe.

After World War I (1914-1918), the Benz and Daimler car companies had financial problems.  Germany, the loser of the war, was poor, and many Germans could not buy cars. By the early 1920’s, there were 15 million cars registered in the world. However, 80% of them were in the United States and half of the cars were Fords. Daimler and Benz could not compete. Instead, in 1926 they agreed to work together as one company, Mercedes-Benz. The new company worked well, and at the end of the 1920’s the company made cars and also engines for boats and airplanes.

After World War II the company returned to racing cars. However, in 1955 there was a bad accident with a Mercedes during one race. More than 80 spectators were killed in the stands. The company was very sad.   It did not enter cars in races again until the late 1980’s.  It now supplies the McLaren team, and top driver Kimi Raikonnen, with engines.


Mercedes cars have a good reputation for high quality, reliability, and modern engineering. As a result, they are usually more expensive than other cars. Rich and famous people often chose Mercedes cars. 


i
The text is mainly about ____________.

(A)
the history of the Mercedes car

(B)
the story of one car company

(C)
the dangers of car racing

(D)
the past and present of luxury cars

ii
The Mercedes got its name from ____________.
(A)
the daughter of an investor
(B)
the inventor of the car

(C)
the mother of an investor

(D)
the name of a car race.
iii
Car companies entered races ____________.
(A)
to win the prize money

(B)
to advertise their vehicles

(C)
to test their vehicles’ engines

(D)
to have accidents
iv
During the 1920’s, Americans preferred to buy ____________.

(A)
Daimler cars.

(B)
Benz cars

(C)
Ford cars.

(D)
German cars.

v
The Daimler and Benz auto companies became one company ____________.

(A)
before 1900.

(B)
after World War 1

(C)
after World War 2

(D)
in the 1980’s.

vi
The Mercedes-Benz company stopped racing because  ____________.
(A)
it was expensive
(B)
there was an accident

(C)
there were too many cars
(D)
they had no drivers

vii
The word “spectators” on line 25 means ____________.

(A)
workers

(B)
drivers

(C)
owners

(D)
watchers

viii
The pronoun “it” on line 26 refers to ____________. 

(A)
World War II

(B)
a tragic accident

(C)
a Mercedes

(D)
the company

TASK TWO: Answer the questions from the text.
Questions with did
1. When did Mr Benz and Mr Daimler produce their first cars separately?
2. When did the Mercedes car have 35 horsepower?
3. How fast did the Parsifal car go in 1903?
4. What race did the Mercedes win in 1908?
5. What did Mr Benz and Mr Daimler call their new car company?
TASK THREE: Answer the questions from the text.
Questions with was or were

1. What nationality were Mr Benz and Mr Daimler?
2. Was Germany rich or poor after World War I (1914-1918)?

3. Where was the Grand Prix car race in 1908?
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